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and civil rights activist Rosa Parks. He also re-
ferred to President’s Advisory Board on Race
Chairman John Hope Franklin; members Suzan
D. Johnson Cook, Angela E. Oh, Robert Thomas,
Linda Chavez-Thompson, former Gov. William F.
Winter of Minnesota, and former Gov. Thomas

H. Kean of New Jersey; and consultants Laura
Harris and Christopher Edley; and President’s
Race Initiative Executive Director Judith A. Win-
ston. The Board’s report was entitled ‘‘One Amer-
ica in the 21st Century: Forging a New Future.’’

Statement on British Petroleum’s Plan To Reduce Greenhouse Gas
Emissions
September 18, 1998

I applaud the leadership demonstrated today
by British Petroleum with its plan to dramati-
cally reduce emissions contributing to global
warming.

By committing to reduce its greenhouse gas
emissions 10 percent below 1990 levels by the
year 2010, British Petroleum is setting a new
standard in corporate responsibility. The com-
pany plans to meet its ambitious target through
a cost-effective strategy that combines innovative
market-based approaches with the latest in en-

ergy-efficiency technologies. British Petroleum’s
bold strategy is further proof that we need not
choose between a healthy economy and a
healthy environment.

I urge other businesses to follow British Pe-
troleum’s lead and help meet the challenge of
global warming. And I again call on Congress
to help speed this effort by funding my pro-
posals for new tax incentives and research in-
vestment to spur energy efficiency and clean
energy technologies.

Statement on Senate Action on Year 2000 Information and Readiness
Disclosure Legislation
September 18, 1998

I am pleased that the Senate Judiciary Com-
mittee yesterday approved S. 2392, the ‘‘Year
2000 Information and Readiness Disclosure
Act,’’ which builds upon a proposal my adminis-
tration submitted to Congress in July. I urge
Congress to act quickly to approve this critical
legislation before the end of this session so that
I can sign it into law. If it is not enacted this
session, we will miss an important opportunity
to help our Nation prepare its computer systems
for the new millennium.

Only 469 days remain until January 1, 2000.
For the millions of small businesses and small
government entities around the world that are
just now beginning efforts to prepare their com-
puter systems for the transition to the next cen-
tury, having access to technical information on
how to solve the year 2000 computer problem
may mean the difference between success and
failure.

This important bipartisan legislation would
help businesses and Government agencies grap-
ple with the Y2K problem. By limiting liability
for good-faith information disclosures, the bill
would encourage organizations to share year
2000 information, either directly or through re-
publication. The increased flow of technical data
on solutions will serve as an important jump-
start to public and private sector Y2K efforts
in the United States and abroad.

Business and government organizations need
to be candid about the progress of their year
2000 efforts. This bill creates an environment
in which organizations can communicate more
openly with the public and with each other
about the status of work on critical systems,
and thus provide their customers and business
partners with useful information about their Y2K
progress.
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This bill’s protections are limited to those that
are necessary to encourage greater information
sharing. It does not shield companies from liabil-
ity claims based on actual failures of products
or services. Moreover, the bill protects con-
sumers from misleading advertising or other
statements when purchasing products for their
own use.

This legislation has received support from nu-
merous industry groups and State and local gov-
ernment associations including the National

Governors’ Association and the National Associa-
tion of Counties. It has also received broad bi-
partisan support in Congress. In particular, I
would like to thank Senate Judiciary Committee
Chairman Hatch, Ranking Member Leahy, and
Senators Kyl, Bennett, and Dodd for their ef-
forts in ensuring prompt consideration of this
important issue. It is truly an example of how
we can put aside our differences to create vital
legislation that is in the public interest.

Remarks at the Fourth Millennium Evening at the White House
September 18, 1998

[The opening remarks by the First Lady and
the President were made in a video presentation
to the audience.]

The First Lady. Good evening and welcome
to the White House. The theme we have chosen
for the millennium is ‘‘Honor the past; imagine
the future.’’ This lecture continues a series of
Millennium Evenings with scholars, scientists
and other creative individuals which we are
holding to commemorate and celebrate this
milestone.

The President. With the millennium, we must
now decide how to think about our commitment
to the future. Thomas Paine said, a long time
ago, ‘‘We have it in our power to begin the
world over again.’’ We have always believed that
in this country, and we must now take it upon
ourselves to take stock as we approach this new
millennium to commit ourselves to begin the
world over again for our children, our children’s
children, for people who will live in a new cen-
tury.

It is to the people of that new century that
we must all offer our very best gifts. It is for
them that we will celebrate the millennium.

[The video presentation concluded, and the First
Lady then made brief remarks.]

The President. Thank you very much. Ladies
and gentlemen, I want to join Hillary in wel-
coming all our musicians here tonight and all
the jazz fans. I thank, in particular, President
Havel and Mrs. Havel for being here. When
I was in Prague, the President took me to a
jazz club, gave me a saxophone he had person-

ally inscribed, and provided me with a band
that covered my sins. [Laughter] And then he
accompanied me on the tambourine, made a
CD of it, and sent it to me, so I’m actually
a recording artist—[laughter]—thanks only to
Václav Havel. I also want to thank the First
Lady for having the idea for these Millennium
Evenings and for agreeing eagerly to my en-
treaty that at least one of them ought to be
devoted to this unique American contribution
to the creativity of the world.

A little more than a century ago, a famous
composer arrived on our shores and was amazed
by what he heard: African-American music,
blues and spirituals, street songs and work songs.
It was unlike anything he had heard in Europe
or, in fact, anywhere else in the world. After
hearing these new, uniquely American sounds,
he wrote: ‘‘America can have her own music,
a fine music, growing up from her soil and hav-
ing its own special character. The natural voice
of a free and great nation.’’ Those words were
written by the great Czech composer Antonin
Dvorak in 1892. It is especially fitting, therefore,
that we have a worthy successor of Czech great-
ness in the President of the Czech Republic
here with us tonight.

In time, the music Dvorak heard became
what we know today as jazz. And jazz became
the soundtrack of this, the American century.
Like America itself, it is inventive and bold,
vital and free, respectful of its roots, yet always
changing, always becoming, always reinventing
itself. The great drummer and band leader Art
Blakey once said, ‘‘No America, no jazz.’’ This
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